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‘ t7 As cne of the paying custoncrs vho has traveled some £five hundred -
T ihousand wiles in commercial aircraft, 1 av more thas somewhat Intef= , 3. ..o,
BT ésted in the reccent ¢iscussions regarding the age pnd ability qualifi= =
R cations that the FAA may place on comzercisl airiine pilots, My om e o ‘
N pcgsonal intercst, which may be somewhat related to my hope for . Ao e
survival, lceds me to suggest that this is not s matter to be decided . - :
L as most union matters exe, since in the balance fests & 1ife end Ceath . .7
MR propesition, not sinply = matter of confort or plcasent working come .. . . e
PoETe ditions. I realize that it would be difficult to state that as o e
ez arbitrary age 1lixe &0 would be the cut off agc for working comncrcial e e
L T _airiine pilots, but it st111 scens to me that with the acvances that _. - - ..
R have been made 1in electronic flight simulators, it should be possdble - ol -
LLET e to detect that pllots over the age of 50, to take an arbitrary btreak-off "
T Bt point, find it much more difficult to accuston themsclves to the splite ri ..
T sccond reactions that aze requircd . in modern Jet alrcraft, As a matter ™. —°: ‘
of fact, I would be surprised if many_of these past-fifty pilots would UL
CLY aot prove themselves in the sinulator guite capable of crashing & .- .-
consiccrable number of. aircrafts, -3 SNe o7 LPa .{- - i
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I am fully contclous that one letter like“th!.s does not have mny ., .-
e great effcct in federsl policy, but I would hope at least that it may .. ..
et sssist you in coming to the conclusion that standarcs aust be adjusted . . -

_r=.  t6 the tcchnology of our day, snd that standacds reloting to the age of .o l'

G conmercial mircraft pilots are badly needed in ;his‘dq'cppslae:ing o
TR the tremendous tecimological sdvances that have been made 1n modern * 5
TR " commcrcisl sircraft, For whatever it has been worth, I do appreciate =
X your haviog given me this brief r_:cu:‘_ln;“by__pc.a_gl_?_o.t"_‘t\!}‘}s‘gqgsr:“ﬁ.__Z;. o
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LT P . ¥ith all best wishes for the spu_enful_ E!fo_:ngnce o.f__‘,gug ery ::,;?
7= - - @ifficult Job, 1 BEmd srpafd orenired ErAR el £d Tl At S
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Thark yoo very much for yoor letter of Forch 30, 1959, The cocplex
roblea of pilet aging fs asturclly of groat ecrcern te this Agency.

gt is sot & lavrge eze mymerically, but most of tho nirmdz whe cre
Juvclved cnonld be gonfor zirline captaize vo §t s of considersble |,
Irportenta 1o ugsr wiorker ary or 211 of Lhem ero wnsefe in porforos

Jug eveh dutizs and shozld mot be sllowed fo ¢ontinve, Yo seeling

to srswer this question 1 shenld be poted that sging, per se, 15

pot the prallenm, byt rather the frequency of econditfons likely Lo

be srsocioted with svdden iucaggr.!ty or Iepelrnint of fuectiea of | .

Jedjecnt. Yo other'words, It 15 piysiolopicel wot elronologlcal lgo P

we ¢ reslly cozcersed with, There Is wide weristios fm 1he physie -

ologicsl sge of Individuals of ® given ohronclegical age, Furibker-

gore, In soy ene fndividued there m2y bo wide varietion in the

physlelogical sge of ¢iffereat crgors, tisscos ar systems, Al these

vorjations depend on Siffevcnces In heroditary constitution together

with tbe a¢cideats of éally Living and siter envirenmczial factors.

‘ T
In Lhe preseat state of the sclence sid art of mediclze the physi=
oleglcal ppe of all the coasponent parts of & particolsr hucap body
czosct be doieraiped precieely, but ocly to s rough epproximation.
Eescarch s Lbis &ron i meeded, which sbould follcw twe ouin lices,
The first 1s édevelopuent of new ard esre sensitive testy, fnstrumonts
snd tectelques for meesvring doterloretion of funttiional cepacity of
var{ous comperenty of the body, The otber i evzlusticn fa terus of
fts effect en pufely fu f1fght, of whatever detlerforstion 0an be
ceasured, The wie of slectronic fl1ighi siaulrtors 1o the menacr pon
sugycst would canirlbule greatly 1o both tkese 1fnes of Sxvastigation,
su¢ I will e quev*e’rr effort to l:’tslhllg and gupport such 8 prograw.
S ey, s, Pavtnvrde, weRd30AVE, el
Alibosqh there exigls st presest mo sound scientiffc evidento that
airline plloting, or say ether tcrostuticsl ectivity, becones eritf=
cally wnsale at aoy given age, wevertheless L oss be gtid that such . .
aciivitles do mndosblodly becoos leas ssfe with Swercxsing mge beyod
sono §11 Cefincd poist, Therefore 1 foal that wnill more ovidence Is
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i,..': availsdle wo bave s woral vesponsibility fn the Inlerest of pudile
) safoly to probibit 1sdividuals over 60 yesrs of -;: fron mhmth’
‘11:-;@‘,! the responsibility of coremoding trazspert alrersft,. Fuch scties, §f
E;’_g teten, will wndoohtadly syosse o grest deal of centreversy, in which
g 6380 your swppeTs and eacozragezeat wonld be of Iseatizbls valme,
£ .3., :—‘
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fev. Theodore X, Decburgh, €.%.C.
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I eorsestly kope 1hat 1 moy counl om your bocking on this teple 4 +-7TITI
the future, 1lp fact I should Lita to go furlder snd request pere . - T
wission 10 cxl) wpon you for aciive ss3ist0000 1f necossery to Relp
resolve this probieme ::; of Lovme Droc, rotre bawey fimioant, €oTed 0
i For tho present T should appreclate Jt §f yon wonld concider confle
o ke . €entinl the ioformstion 1h2t we are cmt«ﬁatlm fssvance of :
i regulel fons concerving su mpper 1igSt on the age of pilots pornitted .
to eonmand troosporl afrcraft, -Precature revelstlon might mbe it
puck move difficult 1o scsomplish, :
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Cnee agaln, thask you for your letter, I find gt ¢ifffcutt ta
expTess bow much your Interest end emcouragoment kelp whem diftienle -
declsions must be msde, C. o e
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Eev. Theodore M, Desdurgh, C.5.C. .
President, Unlversity of Motre Dese - T
Koeire Nane, Indisme == - . e
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